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Comparatively few persons are raising minks in 

captivity, even though the fur has sold for high prices during the past 10 years, 

according to Frank G* Ashbrook, biologist of the Biological Survey, in a leaflet 

on “Mink Raising, I* just issued by the United States Department of Agriculture. 

A keen interest has been manifested in mink farming, he says., since the beginning 

of the present century, but it has been spasmodic rather than sustained. blink 

farming is not altogether in the eqerimental stage, however, for minks have be& 

raised mccessfully in captivity, and the quality of fur produced on farms is in 

no way inferior to that trap-d in the wild. 

Minks are very prolific., and when fed end handled properly they breed and 

pFOaU.06 young reti@.arl$, their litters numbering usually six, seven, or eight. 

‘lioi~~$ minks born in captivity are much superior for breeding stock, end conae- 

quently the prices asked for ranch-raised minks are often higher than prospective 

mink fanners care to pay. Those who have made money in mink raising thue far 

have, sold the animals chiePly for breeding purposeas. Further eeeriments will be 

required before it can be determined whether raising these animals in captivity 

as fur producers can be made profitable. 

The new leeflet No. 8-L, describes minks and their habits and gives in? 
formation on selecting a ranch site, making pens azd dens, breeding, mating, 
feeding, and killing and pelting. Copies may be had free u,?on request addressed 
to the United States Department of Agriculture, Waehington, D. C. l 
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